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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/13/2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being clearly 
anticipated by United States Patent Application Publication US 2002/0140225, 
Nishiyama et al. 

In regards to claims 1 , 2 and 4-1 1 , Nishiyama et al disclose a resin tube- 
equipped quick connector for connecting a fuel-transporting resin tube (4) to a mating 
pipe, comprising 

a connector body (5), a retainer (22) and a seal member (9,10); 

wherein the connector body has a generally tubular shape as a whole, and has a 
retainer holding portion at one axial side thereof, and also has at the other side thereof 
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a press-fitting portion which is press-fitted into the interior of the resin tube from one end 
thereof, press-fitting portion including first and second annular projections disposed 
respectively adjacently to first and second root portions along a length L thereof, and 
each of the first and second annular projections has substantially the same outer 
diameter; 

wherein the retainer is a member adapted to be held in the retainer holding 
portion, and is engaged with a convex or concave pipe-side engagement portion, 
formed on an outer peripheral surface of the mating pipe and spaced from an axial 
insertion-side end thereof, so as to fix the inserted mating pipe in the axial direction; 

wherein the seal member is mounted within the connector body at an inner 
region thereof disposed closer to the press-fitting portion than the retainer holding 
portion is disposed, and the seal member is brought into contact with an outer 
peripheral surface of an insertion end portion of the inserted mating pipe disposed 
closer to the distal end of the mating pipe than the pipe-side engagement portion is 
disposed, thereby forming an air-tight seal between the insertion end portion and an 
inner surface of the connector body; and 

the resin tube including a press-fit undergoing portion into which the press-fitting 
portion is to be press-fitted, 

wherein before the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing 
portion, the press-fit undergoing portion is formed with an inner diameter the is 
substantially equal to an outer diameter of the root portions of the press-fitting portion, 
and 
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after the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing portion of 
the resin tube, the press-fitting portion is adapted to cause portions of its inner diameter 
facing the root portions of its inner diameter facing the root portions to become equal to 
the outer diameter of the root portions, so that and the press- fitting portion is press- 
fitted in the tube diameter-expanded press-fit undergoing portion to be integrated with 
the press-fitting portion in a withdrawal-preventing condition. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, the beforehand expansion limitation is 
given little patentable weight. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being clearly 
anticipated by US patent 6805383, Ostrander et al. 

In regards to claims 1 , 2 and 4-1 1 , Ostrander et al disclose a resin tube-equipped 
quick connector for connecting a fuel-transporting resin tube (37) to a mating pipe (14), 
comprising 

a connector body (20), a retainer (10) and a seal member (31); 

wherein the connector body has a generally tubular shape as a whole, and has a 
retainer holding portion at one axial side thereof, and also has at the other side thereof 
a press-fitting portion which is press-fitted into the interior of the resin tube from one end 
thereof, press-fitting portion including first and second annular projections disposed 
respectively adjacently to first and second root portions along a length L thereof, and 
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each of the first and second annular projections has substantially the same outer 
diameter; 

wherein the retainer is a member adapted to be held in the retainer holding 
portion, and is engaged with a convex or concave pipe-side engagement portion, 
formed on an outer peripheral surface of the mating pipe and spaced from an axial 
insertion-side end thereof, so as to fix the inserted mating pipe in the axial direction; 

wherein the seal member is mounted within the connector body at an inner 
region thereof disposed closer to the press-fitting portion than the retainer holding 
portion is disposed, and the seal member is brought into contact with an outer 
peripheral surface of an insertion end portion of the inserted mating pipe disposed 
closer to the distal end of the mating pipe than the pipe-side engagement portion is 
disposed, thereby forming an air-tight seal between the insertion end portion and an 
inner surface of the connector body; and 

the resin tube including a press-fit undergoing portion into which the press-fitting 
portion is to be press-fitted, 

wherein before the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing 
portion, the press-fit undergoing portion is formed with an inner diameter the is 
substantially equal to an outer diameter of the root portions of the press-fitting portion, 
and 

after the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing portion of 
the resin tube, the press-fitting portion is adapted to cause portions of its inner diameter 
facing the root portions of its inner diameter facing the root portions to become equal to 
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the outer diameter of the root portions, so that and the press- fitting portion is press- 
fitted in the tube diameter-expanded press-fit undergoing portion to be integrated with 
the press-fitting portion in a withdrawal-preventing condition. 

Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentability of the device itself. Therefore, the beforehand expansion limitation is 
given little patentable weight. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as being clearly 
anticipated by US patent 6173998, Bock. 

In regards to claims 1 , 2 and 4-1 1 , Bock disclose a resin tube-equipped quick 
connector for connecting a fuel-transporting resin tube (4) to a mating pipe (1), 
comprising 

a connector body (5), a retainer (6) and a seal member (7,9); 

wherein the connector body has a generally tubular shape as a whole, and has a 
retainer holding portion at one axial side thereof, and also has at the other side thereof 
a press-fitting portion which is press-fitted into the interior of the resin tube from one end 
thereof, press-fitting portion including first and second annular projections disposed 
respectively adjacently to first and second root portions along a length L thereof, and 
each of the first and second annular projections has substantially the same outer 
diameter; 

wherein the retainer is a member adapted to be held in the retainer holding 
portion, and is engaged with a convex or concave pipe-side engagement portion, 
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formed on an outer peripheral surface of the mating pipe and spaced from an axial 
insertion-side end thereof, so as to fix the inserted mating pipe in the axial direction; 

wherein the seal member is mounted within the connector body at an inner 
region thereof disposed closer to the press-fitting portion than the retainer holding 
portion is disposed, and the seal member is brought into contact with an outer 
peripheral surface of an insertion end portion of the inserted mating pipe disposed 
closer to the distal end of the mating pipe than the pipe-side engagement portion is 
disposed, thereby forming an air-tight seal between the insertion end portion and an 
inner surface of the connector body; and 

the resin tube including a press-fit undergoing portion into which the press-fitting 
portion is to be press-fitted, 

wherein before the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing 
portion, the press-fit undergoing portion is formed with an inner diameter the is 
substantially equal to an outer diameter of the root portions of the press-fitting portion, 
and 

after the press-fitting portion is press-fitted into the press-fit undergoing portion of 
the resin tube, the press-fitting portion is adapted to cause portions of its inner diameter 
facing the root portions of its inner diameter facing the root portions to become equal to 
the outer diameter of the root portions, so that and the press- fitting portion is press- 
fitted in the tube diameter-expanded press-fit undergoing portion to be integrated with 
the press-fitting portion in a withdrawal-preventing condition. 
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Note, the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of 
patentabiiity of the device itself. Therefore, the beforehand expansion limitation is 
given little patentable weight. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/13/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., each of the first and second annular projections has the same outer diameter) are 
not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F. 2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Further, substantial does not connote "small" or "meager" it includes high range 
of "principally" or "entirely"; in view of evidence in file wrapper, court is not willing to 
extend it below 49%. - E. W. Bliss Co. v. Cold Metal Process Co. (DC NOhio) 122 
USPQ 238. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 
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